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‘{ Subject fir full) Report in Chinese press re. shooting of two 


policemen by an alleged Russian at \uinsan. ; atau 


Made by__D.S.1I.Moore. gehen Forwarded By o.oo eat 
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_ With reference to the above, the offices of the papers 


_concerned have been visited,who all state that the report was 


received from a press reporter,whose name they would not divulge, _ 
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_who covers the railweys. The “Shun Pao" stated that they knew _ 


We ini onetn SA eclil nah  * <iS NREL TSE ea Nee A nw eat 


: 
p | Detective Inspector Ross and a Chinese detective of the S.N.P. 

i | had visited the scene of the shooting. _ Fe cigs ae 

_ sepa 

ee a nein 

<= ny 

4 

- ~| 

en st ge fac i 

Feeey _— TD 

j 

1 

= = a tdi =e : 


6) 


Sir, 

You will have seen the news item in the 
"North China Daily News® of 4th. June to the 
effect that a foreigner, stated to be of Russian 
nationality, had fired on and killed two Chinese 
gend@rmes near Quinsan on the Shanghai-Manking 
Railway at about 10 p.m. on the evening of 
lst. June and that he had been arrested the 
following morning. 

I have strong reasons for believing that 
the foreigner who was arrested ig a British 
subject named William John Hay Thorburn, aged 19, 
though whether he was concerned with the alleged 
shooting is another matter. Thorburn left his 
home on 31st. May and has not yet returned, and 
I have therefore the honour to request that I may 
receive the assistance of the Municipal Police in 


investigating the matter. 
I have th# honour to be, 


Captain R.M.J. Martin, Sif, 
Commissioner of Police, Your obe rvant 
Shanghai Municipal Council. 


Consul-General, 
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__ foreigner arrested for alleged shooting at Weiting 
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I MExs © en re 
regarding the fureigner who was arrested near Weiting for firing | 
at and wounding two soldiers. Ool. Ohen had nc knowledge of the \ 


affair and referred me to the Railwey Police. Mr. Deng Chu . 


_ Yul Chief of the Railway Police after telepifing to Quingan eee 


informed me that the soldie Mi ho effected 
$e arrest of the foreigner had been transferred to Nanking __ 


that they took the prisoner with them and that the prisoner 


is now detained at the Military Police Headquarters at Nanking 
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In continuation of a re 
the above subject I forward herewith a medial cevtitionte,.| 
dated June 5, issued by_ Dr. B.Y. Kau of St, Iukea Hospital, — ; 
regarding the result of his examination of the two -——— 

__-Military Policemen Li Kuo-zat (% A) { ) ana sung Li-aung 

(SLE F ). It would appear that the Police were 
misinformed concerning the true nature of these men's 

Wounds as neither of them received injuries 
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June. 6, ----IGB1 


Special Branch the attached letter and telegram dated June 


5 from Mr. M. Hay-Thorburn were show to Mr. A.D. Blackburn, 


H.B.M. Consulate-General, on June 6, who stated that the 


Consul-General did not wish the Municipal Police to prose- 


cute official enquiries regarding this matter 
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Subject (in full) Shooting of Kailway Police by Foreigner siieged to be. 
Russian, but suspected to be a Briti 
ee ee ee Tee _Damed William John Hay-Thorburn. -_—s_—s— 
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___‘the ra.iro 4 towards chen-1 (£/A) station 


_@rrested for killing Railway Police®*, which appeared in —- - 


With reference to the article entitled “Russian 


_the Shun Pao and other local vernaculars on June 3, 1931, — 


enquiries show that at 7 p.m. June l, sixteen soldiers of asin 


__ the 4th Company, let Battalion, lst Regiment of the =.= 
‘Military Police, left their headquarters at Quinnen (& “7 ) 

___and proceeded by train to weiting (*2F), Here they 

divided into groupe of four, one party proceeding along .—§—>x_—r- 

S which is situated 

about 10 pam. when about 

3 11 west of CheneI the soldiers observed a fairly tall 
___ma&n Walking along the track towards them. | fhey challenged _ 


__ between Quinsan and Weiting. 


___ him end asked for the password but received no reply. ss 


_ They then ordered him to halt for the purpose of searching. 
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hin. The man obeyed and raised his armae Two 


_ soldiers named respectively Li Kuo-zai ( $ At) ana Sung 
_Li-sung ( RF t _) approached him and by the light of 


a flashlamp carried by the first named revealed the man 


to be @ foreigner. As they attempted to search him - 


the man suddenly dropped his arms and fired three or four 


Li Kuo-zai in the chest and Sung Li-sung in the head and _——_ 
liver. | The other two soldiers, who were following 


some little distance behind, on hearing the firi ran 


escape in the darkness. A search of the spot resulted os 


___ shots with a pistol which he had in his hand wounding ssi 


__up to investigate but the foreigner had made good hia  - H 
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pilant and during the 


___ early hours of June 2, a foreigner, who is suspected of Ss _ 


having done the shooting, was apprehended on the railway . . 
___track near weiting, pon being searched he was found te 
be in possession of a loaded pistol and a handkerchief 
__ bearing the following inscriptions “Sea Scout troop". = ___ 
He was taken to Quinsan where he was detained until the een 
___afternoon of June 2, when he was removed to Nanking under —_ 
__escort. He is reported to be at present detained in the 


headquarters of the Defence Commissioner there. 


fhe two wounded men were brought to Shanghai  _ 


____on the morning of June 2, and were admitted to St. Lukes 
Hospital where they are at present lying in a critical 


condition. _ 


_ In connection with this affair enquiries made. 4 


_ by members of this office among the villagers of Quinsan _—_ 
|  _@isclose the information that at about 4 p.m. on June l, : 


a foreigner answering to the description of William John 


HAX@Thorburn, (Memo No.349) and who was subsequently 
___identified from a photograph by the wife of Tsang Ah-sing __ 


( i pe ), owner of a dry goods store, arrived in aA 
Hy 


_ Quinsan welking along the railway track from the direction 


of Shanghai. He was carrying a small bundle and was ; 
} 


wearing a pair of dark blue trousers with two red braids eid 


down the outside of each leg. He spoke Chinese fairly ss. 


well and after purchasing some sweetmeats from the above- 


the railway. He was later seen in the custody of the 
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_ Military Police and is identical with the man who was 


___sent to Nanking on June 2. 2 he weaeees cs 
‘The unit to which the wounded men belong was 


ansferred to Chingkieng during the morning of June 4. __! 


En A pat or red braided blue pants which William | sceseesen 
__ John Hay-Thorburn owned and kept in his home at Noo3l5 
Rue Bourgeat, are now missing. fn tte | 
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with referense to the article entitled “muss ian 

erreeted fer killing Railway Felice’, which appeared in 
the shun Pes anf other legal vernacqulare on June 3, 10931, 
enquiries how that at 7 pom. June 1, sixteen saidiers of 
the 4th Company, let Battalion, 1st Kegimont ef ths 
Military Police, left their headquarters at qinean (ji ~” ) 
and preceeded ty train te witing (-()2), exe they 
divided inte greupe of four, ene party preeeeding Sleng 
the railvesd towards Ghen-{ (;/4') atation whieh te situated 
between winmsan and veitings about 10 pome when about 
31 weet of Chem the soldiers sbaerved a fairly tall 
men walking along the track towards them, they elmlienged — 
him and aeked for the paseword but reeeived mo reply. 
They then ordered hin te halt fer the purpese of eearehing 
him. ‘The man obeyed and raised his arms, v0 
ealdiors named reapectively 11 xuo-sat (4/47 ) ana gung 
Liesung ( iRP|t ) appronehed him and by the Light of 

a fiachlemp carried by the first nased revealed the men 
to ve a fereigner. As they ettempted to search hia 
the man suddenly ¢drepped hie arms and fired three er four 
ehote with o pietel whieh ho had in hie band wounding 
Li Rugoaai im the chest amd Sung Li-sung in the head and 
Liver. The ether twe ecldiers, whe were fellesing 
seme little distance behind, em hearing the firing gan 
up %¢ investigate but the foreigner kad made ceed his 
escape in the darkness, A seareh of the epet reoulted 
im the finding of @ leaded piste], reperted te be a 
°npowning® together with heather ammaities belt centeim / 
fing © munber of piste. certeidces and several metecdodtes —) 


binant 
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A eeareh was then made for the assailant and during the 
early houre of June 2, a foreigner, whe is suspested of 
having dene the sheeting, was apprehemded om the ratluay 
track near seiting, Upon veing sensehed he wat found to 
be in possession ef = leaded piste] anéd a handkerchief 
bearing the fellewing inscriptions “Sea secut Tr0ep"s 
He was taken to \winsen where he wae detained until the 
efterneen ef June 2, when he vas removed to muking under 
eocert. Me ia reperted to be at present detained in the 
headyuartere ef the pefenee Vamiseloncr there. 

The twe «eunded men were brought te shanghai 
on the morming of June 2, and were admitted to st. Lukes 
Heepital where they are at present lying in eo eritioal 
condi tien, 

In eamection with thie affair en,niries made 
vy menhere of thie effiece among the villagers of .uinses 
Gieelees the information that at about 4 pome om June 1, 
@ fereigner anewering te the deseriptien of villian Jehn 
iMyorherburn, (Nene so.34§} and who vas subeequently 
identigied from @ phetograph by the wife of Teang Ahoving 
( pet )o @uner of a dry geede atore, arrived in 
yadneem wOhRing aleng the railway treck from the diregtion 
ef shanghai. Be was earzrying @ email bundle and was 
wearing a paix of dark dlue treusere with tue red brides 
éeun the euteide ef each lege He epoke Chinese fairly 
well ond after purchasing come eveetacats from the abevee 
mentioned shep he departed ima westerly divection alang 
the galiwaye He wae later seen in the ewtedy of the 
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militery Peliece and ie identienl with the nan who was 
eet to Manking om June 4. | 

. The unit te which the wounded men belens was 
transferred tc UBingkiang @awing the morning of June 4. 

A pee ef red weided blue pants whieh villian 

Jenn MayeTherturn owned and kcpt in his hame at Hos3)5 
nue Rourgeat, are now niasing. 


Officer t/e Special Branshe 


